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EFI's first undergraduate (elective) course

20 credit, level 8 - open to students across UoE

Conceived during the 1st(!) Covid-19 lockdown

Ran in Semester 1, AY2020/21

CURRENTS: UNDERSTANDING AND
ADDRESSING GLOBAL CHALLENGESCourse

background
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Introduction - our planet, our health, our future and COVID-19

Understanding COVID-19 through and epidemiological and clinical lense

Historical lenses for responding to COVID-19

COVID-19 as a large scale risk for the future

Representation of disease, illness and health - COVID and the arts

The politics of pandemics

Rebuilding a wellbeing economy post COVID-19

Inequity and inequalities - what COVID-19 reveals about systemic inequity

The gendered face of COVID-19

Imagining the future - why we need to focus on children and young people

post COVID-19

Our place in the planet - our reimagined future
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EXAMINING COVID THROUGH MULTIPLE
DISCIPLINARY LENSESCourse

content
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Weekly (prerecorded) lectures

Expert conversations

Podcasts

Tutorials

COURSE DELIVERYCourse
content



The Edinburgh Network: Growing Approaches to Genuine Engagement
(ENGAGE)

3 reflective blogs

Asset

BLOGS:  described in detail the rationale, planning, design, development and

delivery of the asset, including evolving thinking and planning, how they

responded to the information  given, etc..

ASSET: an object or 'thing' to capture and communicate the outcomes of this

reflective process - using any medium of choice. Focused on one or two topics

of interest.

ASSESSMENT STRUCTUREAssessment
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Lots of information given the course, we wanted students to focus on

some topics of interest, and produce/curate something that communicates

an new/increased understanding of this in a much more nuanced way.

Blogs were key to outlining the thinking behind the asset, first blog on topic

or issue on course up to that point, second blog introduces theme/idea for

asset, and third blog details how journey through the course informed

development and delivery of asset

Assessment was Pass/Fail

Learning outcomes linked very closely to assessment

ASSESSMENT RATIONALE:Assessment
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Reflective blogs - all LO's

Asset - LO's 3 and 5 (particularly 5)

Learning Outcome 1: Demonstrate how you have actively developed your

understanding of the Covid-19 pandemic and its impact

Learning Outcome 2: Draw on and apply a range of relevant skills and

disciplinary perspectives in order to understand the Covid-19 pandemic

Learning Outcome 3: Analyse and interrogate different interdisciplinary

datasets to understand the impact of global challenges 

Learning Outcome 4: Evaluate and critically reflect upon your approach,

learning and development throughout thecourse

Learning Outcome 5: Communicate your understanding and lived experience of

the Covid-19 pandemic

LEARNING OUTCOMES:Assessment
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Critical reflection

Clairty of thought and argument

Content and insight

Presentation

Format, communication and perspective

Engagement and legacy

Reflecitve blogs:

Asset:

MARKING CRITERIA:Assessment
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Need to create enviroment where students encouraged to take risks

Assessment literacy - very new way of doing things

Introduce assessment right at the start

Need to balance guidance given with need to give students creative agency

and freedom

Pass / Fail - pro's and cons

Reflection difficult for some - need lots of guidance / structure

Lessons
Learned
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