
Home
> Scotland
> Virtual tour of Edinburgh wins science prize

VIRTUAL TOUR OF EDINBURGH WINS SCIENCE
PRIZE

By Kenny Smith - 17th April 2018

Facebook
Twitter

Google+
LinkedIn

Email

A virtual walking tour of Edinburgh is the winner of this year’s prestigious Tam Dalyell Prize.

It has been awarded to Dr Niki Vermeulen and Dr Bill Jenkins, both from Science, Technology and Innovation Studies in the School of Social and
Political Science, and their team for Curious Edinburgh project.
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They have created the tour, which explores Edinburgh’s role in the history of science, technology and medicine as well as shed light on future
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plans for the project and how it connects with Edinburgh’s local communities and tap into the city’s far-reaching international connections.

Dr Niki Vermeulen said: ‘I am obviously very honoured to receive the Tam Dalyell Prize for Curious Edinburgh. It is a wonderful recognition of our
work and it is helping us to continue and expand the project.

‘Edinburgh has so many interesting stories to tell, and we hope that people will view the city with different eyes after knowing the important role it
has played in the history of science, technology and medicine. We are currently working with granton:hub to develop a tour through the industrial
heritage of Granton, and the prize money will help us to realise this.’

The prize-winning Curious Edinburgh site

The project currently has virtual tours falling into the categories of general history of science, history of geology, history of physics, history of
medicine, history of genetics and biotechnology and the Scottish Enlightenment with many more in development.

Curious Edinburgh also offers a Jewish History tour, produced in collaboration with the Research Network in Jewish Studies at the University of
Edinburgh and History of Brewing, developed with the help and support of John Martin of the Scottish Brewing Archive Association.

The project works by downloading an app onto a phone and selecting a tour. The tour then takes the user around Edinburgh, by foot or public
transport, to places which relate to the chosen topic.

The Tam Dalyell Prize for Excellence in Engaging the Public with Science began in 2008, named in honour of Tam Dalyell, an enthusiastic science
communicator and weekly New Scientist columnist for 36 years who was Rector of the University of Edinburgh from 2003 – 2006 and who passed
away in 2017.

Previous winners of the Tam Dalyell Prize include the late Professor Jon Oberlander (Professor of Epistemics, School of Informatics), Professor
Sethu Vijayakumar (Chair in Robotics, School of Informatics), Professor Clare Blackburn (MRC Centre for Regenerative Medicine) and Dr Amy
Hardie (Scottish Documentary Institute, Edinburgh College of Art).

The Tam Dalyell Prize for Excellence in Engaging the Public with Science, presented by the University of Edinburgh celebrates the University’s
exceptional science communicators with a ceremony and a lecture from the award winner, which took place on Sunday.
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SCOTLAND’S FIRST MAINLAND LIGHTHOUSE STANDS PROUD

The first lighthouse to be built on mainland Scotland was engineered by Robert Stevenson, grandfather of the author Robert Louis Stevenson. Read More
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Scotland

WHERE YOU CAN SEE A STUNNING SCOTTISH AUTUMN

Autumn is upon us and things are starting to feel somewhat magical: the wildlife is as lively as ever, the skies are glowing a wonderful mix of orange... Read More

Scotland

FINALISTS REVEALED IN SCOTTISH TOURISM AWARDS

The World’s Largest Ever Sleepout, Scotland’s Building Conservation Centre, silent disco dancing tours and Glasgow’s transport museum are among ... Read More
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Cookie Policy
Privacy Policy

We at Scottish Field endeavour to ensure that all our reports are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice set by the Independent
Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time. If you think we have made a significant mistake and
you wish to discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of the three methods: emailing editor@scottishfield.co.uk; telephoning the
editor on 0131 551 1000; writing to the Editor at Scottish Field, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh, EH5 2DL. We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous,
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can
either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals with complaints from the public about

the editorial content of newspapers and magazines. We will abide by the decision of IPSO.
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