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Project Overview: 

The Diversity Reading List is an expanding on-line resource for teaching Philosophy that 
aims to combat under-representation of particular groups and encourage an increase in the 
demographic diversity of the subject. This broader project involves collecting high quality 
texts in philosophy, written by authors from under-represented groups and promotes the use 
of their work in teaching. The website encourages and enables teachers and lecturers to 
easily find and use texts by under-represented philosophers in their syllabi and reading lists.  

We are very grateful for the support of the University of Edinburgh which has enabled 
us to greatly increase the number of texts in the fields of metaphysics, epistemology, 
philosophy of mind, and science. 

Project Outcomes: 

The project, which ran from December – May 2016, has now been successfully completed. 
This means that there is now over 200 new texts written by under-represented authors that 
are easily accessible for lecturers to incorporate into their teaching, helping to diversify their 
syllabi and subsequently, the discipline.  

In December 2016 we appointed five section editors: Giada Franantonio, James Collin, Jie 
Gao, Nick Novelli and Laura Jimenez. This was a successful appointment, and the editors 
immediately set to work sourcing new texts, gaining the author’s permission for use, 
assessing their usefulness and producing teaching notes. These texts were then tagged and 
assigned to appropriate categories, each including full bibliographic data, keywords, abstract 
(when possible), and links to other resources which offer further analysis or tips on how to 
use the text in teaching. This aspect of the project was completed by April 2016. In early 
May the editors cross-checked each other’s entries evaluating them for quality, and made 
appropriate changes. Finally, all of the texts were added to the live website by the end of 
May 2016. This is in time for lecturers and teachers to use the list for forming their 2016/17 
syllabi and reading lists.  

During the project we have also put into place a promotional strategy to inform people of the 
new content, and we will continue to promote this new content over the next few months. We 
have recruited volunteers to identify relevant events (such as workshops and conferences) 
and are contacting organisers to ask them to promote the Diversity Reading List at their 
events, using the new posters and flyers that have been designed by Autumn Mackey, and 
which acknowledge the support of the University. This has proven a successful strategy with 
a number of events already offering their support, and we expect many more to do the same. 
We have also developed a newsletter, promoting the new content, which will be sent out to 
previous supporters, Philosophy blogs, and University departments in May-June 2016. 
Additionally, up to date news is posted on our Announcements and News page of the 
website.  
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