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Wikimedia in 
the Classroom 

How students are making links 
with learning, and linked data, to 

help shape the open web



Tim Berners-Lee on Channel 4 News (March 2018)

“We need to rethink our attitude to the 
internet.

It is not enough just to keep the web open and 
free because we must also keep a track of 
what people are building on it. 

Look at the systems that people are using, like 
the social networks and look at whether they 
are actually helping humanity. 

Are they being constructive or are 
they being destructive?”





“Wikipedia is today the gateway through which
millions of people now seek access to knowledge.”

(William Cronon)



The latest estimates by Crossref show 
that Wikipedia has risen from the 8th 
most prolific referrer to DOIs to the 5th

(at least)



“The information that is on Wikipedia spreads across the 
internet. What is right or wrong or missing on Wikipedia affects 
the entire internet.”- Adrienne Wadewitz, 2014.



• To raise awareness of  Wikipedia and its sister projects 
• To design and deliver digital skills engagement events
• To work with colleagues all across the institution to find 

ways to benefit from and contribute to the development of  
this huge open knowledge resource. #OpenKnowledgeFTW

As a truly global university, rooted 
in Scotland’s capital city, we make 
a significant, sustainable and 
socially responsible contribution to the world.



Only 17.8% of biographies are about notable women
65% of our participating editors have 
been women, creating more blue links.

• The Edinburgh Seven
• The Letter of 19 - women chemists who 

petitioned the Chemistry Society in 1904
• The Eagle House suffragettes
• Women’s suffrage in Scotland.
• Remembering Scotland’s accused witches.

Changing the way stories are told



Wikimedia in the Curriculum – WTF! What Teaching Fun
1. Reproductive Biology Honours. 5th iteration confirmed for Sept 2019.
2. World Christianity MSc - 2nd iteration was in 2017/2018 
3. Translation Studies MSc. Now in its 7th iteration for 2019/2020.
4. Global Health MSc - Second iteration to go ahead in 2019/2020.
5. Digital Sociology MSc - Third iteration to take place this semester in 

2019/2020.
6. Data Science for Design MSc - Second iteration completed in semester 

one, 2018/2019.
7. Intellectual Humility (MOOC) - Ongoing Wikipedia component since 

2016.
8. Korean Studies MSc – first iteration confirmed for session 2019/2020.

And many more under discussion



(scoffs) “If it’s on Wikipedia, it must be true.”

Reproductive Biology Honours students publishing new articles 
Tinyurl.com/ReproBiomed

67,000 views 
since September 2016

And Áine created her 
own open-licensed 
diagrams too!



Translation from one language Wikipedia to another.
Independent Study module – Translation Studies MSc assignment

“It is very fun but challenging at 
the same time. I feel like I am 
doing something very 
meaningful. 

It not only helps me with my 
translation skills, but also makes 
me feel that I am contributing to 
Wikipedia, to people, to the 
society.“            – Student feedback



World Christianity MSc – Wikipedia literature 
review assignment (5% of course credit).

Representing a more holistic world view of 
Christianity

http://tinyurl.com/WorldChristianity







Stories of student empowerment: 
Wikipedia in the Classroom

Tinyurl.com/StudentVids
Tinyurl.com/WikiHopper



• Writes a Wikipedia bio every day for Women in STEM missing from Wikipedia
• Over 470 biographies.
• Received British Empire Medal for her campaigning for diversity in science.



“You can’t be what you can’t see”

Pale, male and stale – university environments 

Celebrating female 
achievements and 

naming spaces after 
inspirational women:

The Brenda Moon room



DON’T CITE WIKIPEDIA, WRITE WIKIPEDIA!
The 21st century skills that a collaboration between the University of Edinburgh 
and Wikimedia UK help develop include:

• A critical Information Literacy
• Digital Literacy
• Academic writing & referencing
• Critical thinking
• Literature review
• Writing for different audiences.
• Research skills
• Communication skills
• Community building / Online citizenship
• Collaboration

“Students have said that simply knowing that 
an audience of editors existed was enough to 
change how they wrote. 

They chose words more carefully. They 
double-checked their work for accuracy and 
reliability. 

And they began to think about how best they 
could communicate their scholarship to 
readers who were as curious, conscientious, 
and committed as they were.”

https://wikiedu.org/blog/2014/10/14/wikipedia-student-writing/



What is gained? 

• Research skills
• Summary/ synthesis 

skills
• Plain language
• Referencing/ Copyright
• Digital skills
• Critical assessment
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“Becoming a Wikipedia editor: Perceived Roles and Responsibilities”
Research by Professor Allison Littlejohn
Tinyurl.com/LittlejohnWiki

It’s an emotional connection… 
Within, I’d say, less than 2 hours of me putting 
her page in place it was the top hit that came 

back in Google when I Googled it and I just 
thought that’s it, that’s impact right there!”
Anita, Edinburgh Seven editathon participant.(Hood & Littlejohn, 2018)

The Edinburgh Seven editathon was cited as an example of good practice
in preparation for the Athena SWAN Silver Award



Wikimedia in the Classroom
NEW booklet of UK case studies coming soon.
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Email Wikimedia UK: info@wikimedia.org.uk

Online Tutorials
1) Wikipedia Basics
2) Wikidata Basics
3) Wikisource Basics
4) Wiki Games
5) How to run an editathon

• 254 videos and video tutorials.
• A ‘how-to’ lesson plan
• A Wikimedian to support you.

WIKI RESOURCES –
https://tinyurl.com/timeforopen



All edits are recorded in the View History tab 
in permanent links

Bots patrol for predicable
vandalism and instantly 
reverting these.

Only 7% of edits 
considered vandalism 
study finds.

Pages ‘looked after’ by 
editors volunteering on a 
variety of WikiProjects.

4 day rule for new 
accounts.

“Preliminary analysis reveals ( 90%) of the vandalism 
or foul edits are done by unregistered users… 
community reaction seemed to be immediate: most 
vandalisms were reverted within 5 mins on average” 
– Alkharashi, A. and Jose, J. (2018)




