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Introduction to Social Research Methods

Jeremy Knox

September 2017
January 2018

Explor ing  Methods
• Choice of quantitative and qualitative methods
• Blogging community

Analys ing  Data
• Key approaches, issues, and challenges
• Peer Instruction task
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Rory Ewins

Mid-point assessment
• Critical review of published research
• Multiple choice quiz

Final assessment
• Peer review exercise
• 500 word review of published paper
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• Karen Gregory
• Kate Orton-Johnson



Noreen Dunnett James Lamb
30 blogs submitted
96 posts



> Introduction to Digital Environments for Learning - 40 credits

• x3 20 credit course options

> Introduction to Social Research Methods – 20 credits

> Dissertation – 60 credits



• Analysing data
• Practical work with data sets

MScDE >> MOOC

Introduction
2 weeks

• Research in digital education
• Ontology, epistemology, paradigms

MOOC
8 weeks

• Exploring methods
• Google Hangout tutorials1
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MScDE 
assessment 1

Research 
review

MScDE 
assessment 2

Data 
Analysis

Conclusion
2 weeks

• Planning a dissertation project
• Research ethics

MScDE 
assessment 3

Dissertation 
proposal



Introduction to Social Research Methods

Integration

Reusability

Partnerships

• All MScDE students to take a MOOC
• Integrating accredited online provision with open access
• Developing a MOOC-for-credit model

• Inter-School links through collaboration with SPS Digital Sociology
• Research training for off-campus students
• Reconfiguration by other University programmes

• Partnership with the SAGE Research Methods Database



I am nominating Jeremy Knox for overall best teacher because he always responds quickly and usefully to 
countless discussion board contributions and replies to emails promptly in support of online learners. The 
courses he has run have been innovative, interesting and challenging and run in a variety of formats 
and technologies with lots of excellent resources. He is a hard marker but provides helpful and 
thoughtful feedback which encourages increased effort and performance. His constructive criticism has 
helped me to improve my work and any good comments have given a real sense of achievement.

Integration
• All MScDE students to take a MOOC
• Integrating accredited online provision with open access
• Developing a MOOC-for-credit model



Integration
• All MScDE students to take a MOOC
• Integrating accredited online provision with open access
• Developing a MOOC-for-credit model

Course evaluation – student feedback

• MOOC discussions vs Moodle discussions
• ‘What am I paying for if the MOOC is free?’
• Clear value in ‘openness’ for ‘public’ participants



Reusability
• Inter-School links through collaboration with SPS Digital Sociology
• Research training for off-campus doctoral students
• Reconfiguration by other University programmes

Karen Gregory

Kate Orton-Johnson



Reusability
• Inter-School links through collaboration with SPS Digital Sociology
• Research training for off-campus students
• Reconfiguration by other University programmes

Callum McGregor



SRM Type # of items

Cases 14

Core Video 5

SRM Video 15

Datasets 1

Total 35

Partnerships • Partnership with the SAGE Research Methods Database











Next steps

• Shift to an always-open format?

• Wider university collaboration

M
Sc

D
E

• Further partnerships

• Different integration with the MScDE programme


