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Welcome to our new newsletter for PGR supervisors 
As part of the Excellence in Doctoral Education and Career Development programme of work, the University is committed to 

strengthening the support for PGR supervisors. More information on this work and of the Senate Researcher Experience 

Committee can be found here: http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/projects/excellence-in-doctoral-education  

As part of this, in June 2017, a new University-wide network for PGR supervisors was launched and the discussions from this 

event have helped shape an expanded programme of events and workshops for supervisors over 2017/18. More information 

on this and booking links can be found below.  

This newsletter will be produced three times per academic year (October/January/May) and will contain links to events and 

signpost relevant information and resources.  

Programme of events and workshops 2017/18 

Spotlight on ……. Events  
These events will focus on topics of strategic importance for supervision. The events will be a mixture of information sharing, 
signposting of useful resources and space for discussion. They will aim to feed directly into review of University policy and 
practice.   

Monthly supervisor discussion groups  
These are informal discussion groups for postgraduate research supervisors, designed as a space to explore common 
challenges in supervision. They take place on the first Friday of the month at Levels café on Holyrood Road. Before each 
session, participants will be sent a case study which will help to frame discussion. Coffee/tea and cakes will be provided. The 
first one will take place on Friday the 3rd of November and a place can be booked here:  
https://www.events.ed.ac.uk/index.cfm?event=book&scheduleID=26874  
 

Practical approaches to supervision series  
A series of short workshops which focus on practical tools and techniques for PGR supervision  
 
Dealing with International PhD Students' Writing Issues 12th of December 2017, 11.30—13.00, B.09, IAD date in March 2018 

TBC 
This one and a half hour session is intended for PhD supervisors who would like guidance on handling the problems that their 

supervisees -in particular, international students – may present or encounter in their academic writing.  ‘Handling’ does not 

necessarily involve ‘resolving’ the difficulties oneself; the session will include discussion of strategies to help students improve 

their writing, and some of the relevant resources available within and out with the University of Edinburgh.  

 

 

Spotlight on…… Co-supervision 
  
  
  

23rd of November 2017 
13.30 – 16.30 

Outreach Centre, Holy-
rood Road 

https://www.events.ed.ac.uk/
index.cfm?
event=book&scheduleID=26865 

Spotlight on….. Mental health and wellbe-
ing support for PGR students 
  
  
  

February 2018 date TBC TBC https://www.events.ed.ac.uk/
index.cfm?
event=book&scheduleID=26868 

Spotlight on…..Supervising international 
PGR students 
  
  

June 2018 date TBC TBC https://www.events.ed.ac.uk/
index.cfm?
event=book&scheduleID=26871 
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IAD Supervisor Support - Contact Details    

Phone: 0131 650 9590       Email: iad.phdsupervisors@ed.ac.uk  Website: www.ed.ac.uk/iad/supervisors 

Blog: https://iad4researchers.wordpress.com/ Twitter: https://twitter.com/researchersated        

Contact us If you have something you would like to add to future newsletters or have any queries, please 

get in touch. 

Some external resources  

QAA Scotland: Support for Staff who supervise research students This resource includes a series of 

videos which share approaches to supervision. http://www.enhancementthemes.ac.uk/focus-on/the-postgraduate-

research-student-experience/support-for-staff-who-supervise-research-students  

UK Council for Graduate Education (UKCGE) Postgraduate Research Supervisors Network  

http://www.ukcge.ac.uk/postgraduate-research-supervision-network.aspx  

Some IAD resources  

IAD Brochures 2017/18 Brochures for doctoral students and for research staff are available on the IAD 

webpages. Hard copies of the doctoral brochures have been sent out Schools and can be a useful resource for 

students and supervisors.  

Doctoral Brochure: http://www.docs.hss.ed.ac.uk/iad/Postgraduate/PhD_researchers/

PG_brochure_2017_18_online_version.pdf 

Research Staff Brochure: http://www.docs.hss.ed.ac.uk/iad/Researchers/Research_staff/

Research_Staff_IADBrochure_1718_online.pdf 

Online training needs analysis This training needs analysis is based on the Researcher Development 

Framework (RDF) and can be used as a basis for discussions around training needs and professional 

development. http://www.ed.ac.uk/institute-academic-development/research-roles/research-only-staff/courses/rdf 

Practical approaches to supervision series continued 
 
Gaining Teaching Accreditation for your PhD supervision 7th of February, 2018 09.00—11.00, B.09, IAD  
This short workshop is designed to help you to identify ways of gaining teaching accreditation for the work you do 
in doctoral supervision.  You will find out about Higher Education Fellowship and the Edinburgh Teaching Award. 
You will have the opportunity to reflect on the values, knowledge and activities that inform your supervision prac-
tice and do some action planning for gaining HEA accreditation.  
https://www.events.ed.ac.uk/index.cfm?event=book&scheduleID=26500  
 
Creating the Seven Secrets of Highly Successful Research Students (for supervisors) 1st of March, 2018, 
13.30– 16.00 venue TBC  
You know what your research higher degree (RHD) student should be doing, but it just doesn’t seem to be hap-
pening. Despite your best efforts to set up good habits for your student, it does not work. Why is this, and what 
can you do to make completing a RHD easier for your students and for you? This course gives you practical strat-
egies to deal with common problems such as: 

 supervisor/student relations 

 dealing with writer’s block 

 attitude (or lack thereof!) in relation to the RHD – it’s not a Nobel prize 

 getting your student to seek help when they are stuck 

 the student who never has enough time 

 treating the RHD like a job 

 keeping on going when the going gets tough 

Compulsory Supervisor Briefings  

All new supervisors are required to attend a supervisor briefing. Continuing supervisors shuld renew these every 

five years. These are run by the Colleges and Schools in partnership with IAD. You can find a list of these with 

dates and booking links here: http://edin.ac/2zsxyQT       
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