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Frequently Asked Questions for the CPD Framework 
 
These questions are bookmarked to the answers below – Hover over the question with your mouse 
and then use the Ctrl and Return keys at the same time to jump to the answer. 
 
1) What does CPD mean? 
2) Does the Edinburgh Teaching Award carry course credit? 
3) Can I gain Edinburgh Teaching Award points for events or other activities in which I’ve 
participated in the past? 
4) Do I have to provide evidence for the collection of all of my points for the Edinburgh Teaching 
Award? 
5) How long do I have to complete a level of the Edinburgh Teaching Award once I have 
registered? 
6) I am a PhD student registered on the Edinburgh Teaching Award, can I take courses from the PG 
Cert in Academic Practice? 
7) I’d like to ask about the workload associated with the different parts of the CPD framework, 
who should I contact? 
8) I’m uncertain about how to complete the application form that goes with the Edinburgh 
Teaching Award, who should I ask? 
9) I have a primary or secondary teaching qualification, can I get credit somewhere within the CPD 
Framework for this? 
10)   I’m ready to submit my blog or do the oral presentation to the Adjudication Panel.  When is 
the next one ?  What’s my deadline to submit and who to ?    Do I need to attend if I’m doing the 
blog? 
11)    Can you direct me to some useful readings that will help me ? 
12)    Pebblepad doesn’t seem to be working – can you help ? 
13)    I’d like to attend relevant CPD events for learning and teaching – do you have a list ? 
14)    Pebblepad and images – can I add images (or any other media) to my blog ? 
********************************************************************************** 

1) What does CPD mean? 
This means continuing professional development. This could include, for example, participating in 
courses, writing reflectively about your experience, learning from your peers, and many other 
possibilities. 
 
2) Does the Edinburgh Teaching Award carry course credit? 
No, although it is possible for you to include some credit bearing courses within your submission. 
 
3) Can I gain Edinburgh Teaching Award points for events or other activities in which I’ve 
participated in the past? 
Yes, provided you can give evidence to support the completion of these activities. You can go back in 
time up to 5 years as long as some of your points were collected in the academic year in which you 
submit for the award. 
 
4) Do I have to provide evidence for the collection of all of my points for the Edinburgh Teaching 
Award? 
No, if you are seeking points from an IAD event from 2012 onward we should have a record of your 
attendance so you can just mention which event you attended. Similarly with Principal’s Teaching 
Award Scheme participation we will already have the information on record. For external events we 
do need evidence of participation. 
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5) How long do I have to complete a level of the Edinburgh Teaching Award once I have 
registered? 
We usually allow participants two years to complete one level of the Edinburgh Teaching Award but 
if your personal circumstances mean that you need more time you can agree an extension with 
Velda McCune.  To remain enrolled in a level of the Edinburgh Teaching Award, participants will be 
expected to show ongoing progress in their work for the award. The minimum commitment is that 
participants provide their mentor with two pieces of work every 3 months. 
 
6) I am a PhD student registered on the Edinburgh Teaching Award, can I take courses from the PG 
Cert in Academic Practice? 
This depends on your particular circumstances, your teaching responsibilities and demand for the PG 
Cert in Academic Practice. Please contact: iad.pgcert@ed.ac.uk 
 
7) I’d like to ask about the workload associated with the different parts of the CPD framework, 
who should I contact? 
Please contact: iad.cpdframework@ed.ac.uk. It is difficult for us to fully specify the workload for 
each element without discussing this with you as it depends how much CPD for learning and 
teaching you have done in the past and what your prior teaching experience is like. 
 
8) I’m uncertain about how to complete the application form that goes with the Edinburgh 
Teaching Award, who should I ask? 
Please contact: iad.cpdframework@ed.ac.uk. 
 
9) I have a primary or secondary teaching qualification, can I get credit somewhere within the CPD 
Framework for this? 
Generally speaking we can’t ‘double count’ by giving you credit for another award based on work 
you’ve done for a qualification that’s complete. For the PG Cert in Academic Practice we use the 
College of Humanities and Social Sciences guidelines for Approval of Prior Learning.  Under this 
scheme, candidates can transfer a maximum of 20 credits into a Programme.  There's a process to go 
through involving mapping the learning outcomes of the course the candidate is claiming credit for 
against the learning outcomes of one of our courses.  There has to be this matching of learning 
outcomes to get the APL.   
 
10)   I’m ready to submit my blog or do the oral presentation to the Adjudication Panel.  When is 
the next one ?  What’s my deadline to submit and who to ?    Do I need to attend if I’m doing the 
blog? 
The next Edinburgh Teaching Award adjudication panel dates are shown on our web pages – look 
there and email iad.cpdframework@ed.ac.uk and your mentor if you intend to aim for a specific 
one.  You only need to attend the meeting in person if you plan to submit an oral presentation for 
the Award. If you plan to submit a reflective blog this is done online. If you want to aim for 
completion at this panel you need to have your blog (or oral presentation application form) ready for 
consideration by the deadlines shown on the webpage.  We will hold approximately 3 panels per 
year depending on demand. 
 
11)    Can you direct me to some useful readings that will help me ? 
If you are stuck with finding some relevant readings to use in your blog or oral presentation then 
there are reading lists at the link below. You can also ask your mentor for ideas for readings: 
 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/institute-academic-development/learning-
teaching/cpd/teaching-award 
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12)    Pebblepad doesn’t seem to be working – can you help ? 
Your first step should be to double-check that you’ve worked through the steps in the user guide, at 
the link below  : 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/institute-academic-development/learning-
teaching/cpd/teaching-award 
 
If you are still stuck either speak with your mentor or contact Information Services, using ‘Pebblepad 
help for Edinburgh Teaching Award’ in the subject line, through  IS.Helpline@ed.ac.uk  
 
13)    I’d like to attend relevant CPD events for learning and teaching – do you have a list ? 
We don’t have an exhaustive list,  but here’s some links that could provide relevant options for you 
(below with links).  Ask your mentor or people working around you in your discipline too. 
 
A-Z of events from the IAD: http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/institute-academic-
development/learning-teaching/staff/courses-events/institute-events 
 
A-Z of HR Learning and Development events, some of which are relevant to learning and teaching: 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/human-resources/learning-development/dev-
opportunities/a-z-courses 
 
Scottish Enhancement Themes events: http://www.enhancementthemes.ac.uk/events 
 
Higher Education Academy events: https://www.heacademy.ac.uk/events-conferences 
 
14)    Pebblepad and images – can I add images (or any other media) to my blog ? 
 
Yes.   Large memory items like videos may cause your portfolio to be slow to load but it’s no 
problem.  Two ways to help you with this – firstly, go to the Information Services web pages and the 
‘Introduction to Pebblepad workbook’ – there’s a whole section with picture guidance on how to do 
this.   Secondly,  pebblepad support  (the software owners) have videos that will show you how – 
search for Pebblepad Community in your internet browser and pebblepad help videos, specifically 
‘Add to blog’. 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/institute-academic-development/learning-teaching/cpd/teaching-award
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/institute-academic-development/learning-teaching/cpd/teaching-award
mailto:IS.Helpline@ed.ac.uk
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/institute-academic-development/learning-teaching/staff/courses-events/institute-events
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/institute-academic-development/learning-teaching/staff/courses-events/institute-events
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/human-resources/learning-development/dev-opportunities/a-z-courses
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/human-resources/learning-development/dev-opportunities/a-z-courses
http://www.enhancementthemes.ac.uk/events
https://www.heacademy.ac.uk/events-conferences

