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� Education and the US Constitution

� Compulsory attendance laws

� Purpose of special education

� Advocacy

� Litigation

� Legislation
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Legislative History

Source: Smith, D.D & Tyler, N.C. (2010). Introduction to special education: Making a difference (7th ed.). Columbus OH: Pearson/Merrill.
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4 purposes

� guarantee availability of special education programming 
to children and youth who require it

� assure fairness and appropriateness in decision making

� establish clear management and auditing requirements

� financially assist States through federal funds 
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� Authorization/appropriation 

� FAPE

� LRE

� IEP 

� Due process

�

Legislative History
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� 2004 – IDEA reauthorization  

� Complex issues – discipline; due process; 

monitoring and enforcement; Individualized 

Education Programs (IEPs); definition of highly 

qualified; Part C Early Intervention; related 

services; paperwork reduction; child medication; 

research; and funding 

� ESEA/IDEA alignment
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Autism, Deaf-blindness, Deafness, Emotional 

disturbance, Hearing impairment, Mental 
retardation (developmental disabilities), Multiple 
disabilities, Orthopaedic impairment, Other health 
impairment, Specific learning disability, Speech or 
language impairment, Traumatic brain injury, 
Visual impairment
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� Academic achievement

� Assessment 

� Highly qualified teachers

� ESEA/IDEA
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