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All schools 
(incl adult 
special ed

Schools Pupils % of population

Preschool 
classes

3,843 97,587 1.4

Primary/lower 
secondary

4,755 906,189 13

Compulsory 714 13,261 0.19

Special school 8 516 0.01

Upper 
secondary

945 396,336 5.69

Upper 
secondary 
‘särskola’

271 9,339 0.13

‘Särvux’ (adults) - 4,907 0.07

‘Kompletterande 
utbildninga??

102 5,175 0.07



Legislation
In the autumn term 2011, a new Education Act
(Skollagen) came into force with a:

•a new curriculum for the compulsory school system 

(Läroplan för grundskolan, förskoleklassen och 

fritidshemmet 2011) applies as of autumn 2011. It covers 

the compulsory school (grundskola), the pre-school class 

(förskoleklass) and leisure-time centres (fritidshem).

•In addition, there are new curricula for schools for pupils 

with impaired hearing (specialskola) and schools for pupils 

with severe intellectual impairments (grundsärskola). 

•The pre-school (förskola) received its first national 
curriculum (Läroplan för förskolan, Lpfö 98), which was 

revised in 2010

Legislation: general changes
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Ongoing debates and future developments 
(Educational support and guidance, Eurypedia)
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Structure of SEN/ASN system/relationship to 

general education system
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Definition of the target group
Pupils with severe intellectual impairments
•Pupils who are considered unable to attain the knowledge goals of the 
compulsory school (grundskolan), due to intellectual impairments have a lawful 
right to education that covers both compulsory education for those with severe 
intellectual impairments (obligatoriska särskolan) and the equivalent for the 
upper secondary level (gymnasiesärskola). For pupils who cannot assimilate 
instruction in a compulsory school for pupils with severe intellectual 
impairments (grundsärskolan) there is training school (träningsskolan) which 
provides instruction within five so called subject areas and not in traditional 
subjects (see 12.2 - Education for Pupils with Severe Intellectual Impairments). 
This kind of school is intended for those who have an important and enduring 
intellectual disability due to neurological damage as well as those with autism 
or similar conditions.

Pupils with severe physical disabilities

•Pupils with severe physical disabilities have the right to specially adapted 
education. The criteria for having the right to such education is that the physical 
disability itself or in combination with other functional disabilities means that the 
pupil cannot follow regular education, and also that the pupil need rehabilitation 
and in certain cases residential arrangements in pupil homes with appropriate 
care.                                  (Eurypedia)



Number of pupils and institutions – 2010-

2011

Type of school Number of 
pupils 

Number of 
institutions 

Average number of 
pupils per school 

Compulsory education for 
pupils with severe intellectual 

impairments

������� .��� �.�

Upper secondary education for 
pupils with severe intellectual

impairments

9 280 272 34 

Special school 501 10 50 

Education for adults with 
severe intellectual 

impairments

4 835 No figure* No figure*

• Education for adults with severe intellectual impairments, särvux was provided in 
215 municipalities

• From Eurypedia

Major challenges - 1
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Perhaps the biggest challenge to the Swedish educational system 

concerns the necessity to improve the teaching profession in order to 

be able to meet the whole population with different skills and needs . 

There are several threats to the teaching profession: 

1.status has been lowered which makes it harder to recruit students. 

Lowering of status has to do with a) demonization of the education 

system in media, b) comparatively low salaries 

2.the quality paradox which implies that teachers is extremely focused 

on assessment and ranking of schools which implies less time for

activities that are fundamental to achieve quality such as planning of 

lessons and teaching children. 

3.too few resources are given to research and teacher education.  


