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Free rooms
for poorest
students at
university

STUDENTS arc being
offered free accommoda-
lion as universities move Lo
allract more students from
deprived areas.

The Aberdeen University
offer reportedly applics
lo students whao have a
postcode officially decmed
asamong the most deprived
20 per cent in the
country.

Universities are under
pressure 1o meel targels
based on the criteria
and have been threatened
with fines, expecled o b in
the form of funding
penalties, il they do not
succeed.

Abeedeen promises applic
cants a free year in halls of
residence. which usually
costs between 3,861 and
£5,733.

However, experts raised
concerns about the cligibil:
ity criteria, basced on the
Scottish Index of Multiple
Deprivation (SIMD),
as lens of thousands of
people in poverty do not
live in the most deprived
postcode arcas while they
arc olten home Lo better off
families.

Lucy Hunter Blackburn,
# researcher at the Edin
burgh Universily and
former head ol higher
cducation al the Scottish
Government, said the
scheme could disadvantage
poorer students from rural
areas as they are unlikely to
be officially classed as being
from a deprived arca.

She said: “The idea that
you offer targeted, froe
accommodation o some
students is clearly worth
looking at: thal principle is
very casy to defend.

“Butl SIMD is such a
crude measore to use.”

A spokesman for the
Scoutish Government
said: “"We welcome innova:
tive ideas and we are inler-
ested o see if they translate
into positive resulls.”
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