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Bursaries for students fall by £60m under the SNP
Hamish Macdonell

Theamountofmoneygiven tostudents
in Scotland in the form of bursaries has
fallen by £40million, according toRuth
Davidson, the leader of the Scottish
Conservatives, who urged Nicola Stur-
geon to increase support to students
from poor families.
At first minister’s questions, Ms Da-

vidson said that the Scottish govern-
ment’s approach to higher education
had failed, seizing on a report fromaca-
demics at the University of Edinburgh
that was sceptical about the effect of
scrapping student fees.
Ms Sturgeon said that she would not

take lessons on support for students
from aConservative party that had just
scrapped bursaries in England.

Ms Davidson said that she had ob-
tained figures through a freedom of in-
formation request which revealed the
extent to which the Scottish govern-
ment had cut bursary support.
She said that bursary support had

been £104 million a year in 2007, when
the SNP came to power, and next year
it was forecast to be just £60 million.
Ms Davidson also highlighted a Uni-

versities UK report which she claimed
showed that students from poorer
backgrounds in Scotland were half as
likely to go to university as those from
the rest of Britain.
She declared: “The SNP claims its

policy on no tuition fees helps those
from the poorest backgrounds. Now
that experts have dismissed this, she
has to face up to the facts.

“Not only are those people from the
most deprived areas not getting their
foot through the door, but their bursary
support has fallen too.”
She asked Ms Sturgeon: “How can

you explain to them thatwhen the SNP
came to power there was more than
£104 million in the pot, but next year it
will have plummeted to just £60 mil-
lion?”
Ms Sturgeon said: “We will continue

to make sure that we have a funding
support package for our students that
supports students, particularly those
from the poorest backgrounds, to go to
college and to university.”
Ms Sturgeon rounded on Ms David-

son, saying that she could not believe
h h C i l d h d i d

that theConservative leader had raised
the issue of bursary support just after

GeorgeOsborne had abolished all bur-
sary support for students in England.
The first minister said: “TheUK gov-

ernmentaregoing toabolishall bursary
support for students from April next
year: not reduce it, not take it back a lit-
tle bit, but abolish it completely, abol-
ishing it for student nurses as well as
students in general.”
TheConservativeswant to see the in-

troduction of a graduate contribution,
under which former students pay back
somemoney once they earn a reasona-
bly large salary.
They claim that this would ensure

that universities are sufficiently
funded, andallowmore support togo to
those from poorer backgrounds who
would not otherwise be able to afford
higher education.

M S id W iMs Sturgeon said Westminster was
going to abolish all bursary support
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