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The different countries of the UK have very different ideas about a lot of things, and university

fees are no exception.

With the introduction of £9000 tuition fees in England, both Scotland and Wales moved promptly to protect

their own nationals but, in a UK divided on how to charge for a degree, who looks after making university

accessible to poorer or disadvantaged students from any of the regions?

First Minister Alex Salmond has declared that "the rocks will melt with the sun" before his Government

would charge fees from Scottish students. Free tuition is justified as a citizenship right and a condition of

wider access to university for disadvantaged students. In Wales, the Government followed England in

charging up to £9000 fees but added its own twist. Welsh students, and other EU citizens studying in

Wales, get a government grant, potentially more than £5000 a year, to make up the difference between the

fees paid and the fees they would have paid before the 2012 increase.

Students from England, Wales and Scotland face the £9000 maximum annual fee if they study in Northern

Ireland but Northern Irish students still only pay fees of around £3500 if they study in the region. But, like

their Scottish counterparts, they are on their own if they want to study elsewhere. Whereas only about one

Scottish student in 20 studies outside Scotland, around one-third of students from Northern Ireland study

elsewhere in the UK. Many have no option but to leave because they lack the qualifications to win a place

in Northern Ireland. Having to pay higher fees only makes their position worse.

As the UK nations plough their own paths on fees, they move further away from the bigger picture.

Governments and universities are increasingly thinking about how students from under-represented

backgrounds can get a fairer shot at a good education, particularly when that education comes with the

daunting prospect of significant debt. But when the different governments of the UK think about tackling

this, should they continue to look after their own, as they do when setting fee policies?

All three devolved administrations - most conspicuously Scotland - discriminate in financial terms in favour

of their own students and treat disadvantaged students from other parts of the UK very differently to

disadvantaged students from within their own borders. Higher education, by implication, is a right for

Scottish citizens but not for citizens from other parts of the UK.

In the past, students from the rest of the UK studying in Scotland - more than one in eight of all UK-

domiciled students at Scottish universities - have been disproportionately well qualified and middle class,

often from independent school backgrounds. Will the students who cross borders to study in Scotland

under the new fees regime be an even more socially selected group?

Whose responsibility is it to make sure that this does not happen, the Scottish or the UK Government's?

Conversely, the relatively disadvantaged students from Northern Ireland who have to study elsewhere

because they cannot get into the courses they would like to enter at home will be doubly disadvantaged,

because they may have to pay fees at more than twice the level. Whose responsibility are they: that of the

Northern Ireland administration or of the UK Government?

On the other hand, should the UK Government take responsibility for the situation that has created these

dilemmas? The idea for £9000 fees did, after all, come out of Whitehall in the first place. There was no

appetite for an increase in fees in any of the devolved administrations; indeed, the Welsh Government did

not want to raise fees the last time round, in 2006, but it had to do so (one year later than England, in 2007)

because of the close interdependence with England. The UK Government took the decision to increase fees

in order to address problems in England but this decision, and the knock-on effects on the block grant paid

to the devolved administrations, have created new problems for the other countries of the UK.

SPONSORED LINKS

MOST READ

Leading Rangers investor: 'I am no gangster'

Complaints over Ibrox advert sparks watchdog

review

The 50 greatest graphic novels of all time

Spiers on Sport: Charles Green, the new anti-Christ,

exits Rangers

SFA: Rangers player Black bet against his own

teams

Charles Green quits Rangers and says he'll sell

shares

Political row after Yes Scotland says: we paid

academic for Herald article

Jim McColl: bid to oust directors from Rangers

board goes ahead

Rangers' Ian Black faces 160 SFA charges for

illegal betting

Five directors walk out at beleaguered RSM Tenon

MOST COMMENTED

Yes Scotland: we paid academic for Herald
article

Campaign claims No vote could bring new
cutbacks

Play-Doh: Yes campaign's secret weapon

Salmond: Scots' priorities are the same, from
Shetland to Hawick

Andrew Marr at Edinburgh talk, first public
event since stroke

SNP 'in disarray' over commitment to Nato
membership

Complaints over Ibrox advert sparks
watchdog review

Marr warns of Anglophobia risks in
referendum run-up

White Paper 'charade' claim

Spiers on Sport: Charles Green, the new
anti-Christ, exits Rangers

TEXT SIZE

http://oas.newsquestdigital.co.uk/5c/www.scotlandjx.com/hshouse/L26/704003106/Frame1/NDM/HouseAds_Sky_HeraldScotland/her-scottishcycling-sky-aug13.html/676465565946476f7456554143783530


8/23/13 Agenda: UK Government should take blame for university fees dilemma |  Herald Scotland

www.heraldscotland.com/comment/columnists/agenda-uk-government-should-take-blame-for-university-fees-dilemma.21894193 2/2

Cross-border students 'come from privileged'
backgrounds'
Education • Sat 17 Aug 2013

Inside Track: There's too little evidence for
tuition fee judgment
Columnists • Fri 14 Jun 2013

Commenting & Moderation

We moderate all comments on HeraldScotland on either a pre-moderated or post-moderated basis. If you're

a relatively new user then your comments will be reviewed before publication and if we know you well then

your comments will be subject to moderation only if other users or the moderators believe you've broken the

rules, which are available here.

Moderation is undertaken full-time 9am-6pm on weekdays, and on a part-time basis outwith those hours.

Please be patient if your posts are not approved instantly.

0 comments

Leave a message...

OldestOldest CommunityCommunity ⚙⚙  ⤤⤤ShareShare

No one has commented yet.

Com m ent feedr Subs cribe via  em ai l✉

0★

© Copyright 2013

Herald & Times Group

All rights reserved

Our News Services

Mobile

Apps and Kindle

Newspaper

Digital Editions

Back Issues

Online Archive

Email, Twitter, RSS

Syndication

Our Advertising
Services

Family Notices

Book Your Newspaper

Ad online

Contact the Sales Team

View Newspaper Ads

Commercial Features

Our Personal Services

Help, Feedback &

Contact

Dating

Travel Services

Photo Sales

Crosswords & Sudoku

Our Colleagues

Evening Times

s1

The Scottish Farmer

Scottish Horse

Newsquest Media Group

Scottish Newspaper

Printers

About Us

Herald & Times Group

Terms & Conditions

Privacy Policy

How We Use Cookies

Employment

http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/education/cross-border-students-come-from-privileged-backgrounds.21897366
http://www.heraldscotland.com/comment/columnists/inside-track-theres-too-little-evidence-for-tuition-fee-judgment.21337691
http://www.heraldscotland.com/comment/columnists/agenda-uk-government-should-take-blame-for-university-fees-dilemma.21894193#
http://www.heraldscotland.com/comment/columnists/agenda-uk-government-should-take-blame-for-university-fees-dilemma.21894193#
http://www.heraldscotland.com/comment/columnists/agenda-uk-government-should-take-blame-for-university-fees-dilemma.21894193#
http://www.heraldscotland.com/comment/columnists/agenda-uk-government-should-take-blame-for-university-fees-dilemma.21894193#
http://disqus.com/
http://heraldscotland.disqus.com/agenda_uk_government_should_take_blame_for_university_fees_dilemma/latest.rss
http://www.heraldscotland.com/comment/columnists/agenda-uk-government-should-take-blame-for-university-fees-dilemma.21894193#
http://www.heraldscotland.com/comment/columnists/agenda-uk-government-should-take-blame-for-university-fees-dilemma.21894193#
http://www.heraldscotland.com/misc/comments
http://www.heraldscotland.com/ian-bell
http://www.heraldscotland.com/mobile
http://www.heraldscotland.com/subscription
http://www.heraldscotland.com/misc/circulation
http://theherald.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
http://www.heraldscotland.com/misc/back-issues
http://www.heraldscotland.com/archive
http://www.heraldscotland.com/services/feeds
http://www.heraldscotland.com/misc/syndication
http://familynotices.heraldscotland.com/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/services/advertising
http://www.heraldandtimesadvertising.co.uk/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/services/view-newspaper-ads
http://www.heraldscotland.com/commercial-features
http://www.heraldscotland.com/services/heraldscotland-help-faqs
http://www.twoscompany.co.uk/heraldscotland/
http://herald.reader.travel/home.php
http://glasgowheraldandtimes.newsprints.co.uk/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/puzzles
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/
http://www.s1thecompany.com/
http://www.thescottishfarmer.co.uk/
http://www.scottishhorse.co.uk/
http://www.newsquest.co.uk/
http://www.scottishnewspaperprinters.co.uk/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/misc/about-hs
http://www.heraldscotland.com/misc/terms-and-conditions
http://www.heraldscotland.com/misc/privacy-policy
http://www.heraldscotland.com/about-cookies
http://www.s1jobs.com/search/results.cgi?corestrict=Herald%20%26%20Times%20Ltd
http://info.criteo.com/pmo/privacy/informations?infonorm=3&partner=905&campaignid=6820&zoneid=26682&bannerid=194266&displayid=859534f0db

