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Education Scotland 

Development of Scottish Policy 

Current Challenges for Education 

The Response: CfE and GIRFEC 

The Challenges of Culture Change 

The Response: Child-Centred Learning & Relationships 

Discussion 
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Education Scotland 

Rights, Support and Wellbeing Team:  

• Promoting and supporting children’s rights, 

• Promoting wellbeing of children and young people; 

• Intervening to address inequality and disadvantage 
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Development of Policy 
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Duty of education authority in providing school education 

(1) Where school education is provided to a child or young person by, or by virtue of 

arrangements made, or entered into, by, an education authority it shall be the duty of 

the authority to secure that the education is directed to the development of the 

personality, talents and mental and physical abilities of the child or young person to 

their fullest potential. 
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Better Behaviour,  

Better Learning 
• Discipline Task Group 

• BBBL (2001) 

• 36 Recommendations 

• Connect Report – good 

practice 

• Government funding for 

implementation of BBBL 

and supporting pilot 

projects 

• Discipline Stakeholder 

Group (2004) 
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2006 

Behaviour in  

Scottish Schools Research 2006 
• Discipline Stakeholder Group formed 

• Decision to stop publishing annual statistics on 

violence in schools 

• Regional Communication Team 

• Commitment to triennial research on behaviour in 

schools 

• Response: policy guidance 
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Behaviour in  

Scottish Schools Research 2009 
• Cycle of policy into practice informing new 

policy 
– Intelligence gathering 

– National networks 

– ADES 

– LA meetings 

• 2009 BiSSR 

• Policy Guidance: Building Curriculum for 
Excellence through Positive 
Relationships and Behaviour 2010 

• Language,tone,focus on implementation 

• Discipline Stakeholder Group re-named 
Scottish Advisory Group on Behaviour in 
Schools (SAGBiS) 

2009 
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Policy Context – Response to Research 
“Curriculum for Excellence 
cannot be delivered without 

good relationships and 
positive behaviour” 

 

“Health and wellbeing across 
learning is a responsibility 

for all.  

 

Underpinning this is the 
emotional health and 
wellbeing of staff.” 

 

Building Curriculum for Excellence Through 
Positive Relationships and Behaviour (2010) 
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Exclusion Guidelines 

• Policy on Exclusion…Included, 

Engaged and Involved Part 2 

steering group and draft policy 

2010 

• Consultation 2010-2011 and 

final publication 

• Focus on prevention 

• Informal Exclusions 

• Consideration being given to 

changing recording categories 
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Behaviour in  

Scottish Schools Research 2012 
Findings: 

• 4,898 surveys completed 

• Quantitative, qualitative, case study 

• Low-level disruption (e.g. talking out of turn; running 

in corridors; mobile phone use (sec)) 

• Serious disruption: not common 

• Positive trend 

Challenges: 

• Perceptions of support staff less positive 

• Peer-peer aggression 

• Increasing numbers of complex difficulties and 

specific disorders 

• Use of mobile devices 

2012 

http://bit.ly/BISSR2012 

or 

http://bit.ly/bissr2012  

http://bit.ly/BISSR2012
http://bit.ly/bissr2012
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Current Challenges 
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Average rank      (all 

dimensions)

Material                   

Well-being
Health and safety Education

Behaviours and 

risks

Housing and 

environment

1 Netherlands 2.4 1 5 1 1 4

2 Norway 4.6 3 7 6 4 3

3 Iceland 5 4 1 10 3 7

4 Finland 5.4 2 3 4 12 6

5 Sweden 6.2 5 2 11 5 8

6 Germany 9 11 12 3 6 13

7 Luxembourg 9.2 6 4 22 9 5

8 Switzerland 9.6 9 11 16 11 1

9 Belgium 11.2 13 13 2 14 14

10 Ireland 11.6 17 15 17 7 2

11 Denmark 11.8 12 23 7 2 15

12 Slovenia 12 8 6 5 21 20

13 France 12.8 10 10 15 13 16

14 Czech Republic 15.2 16 8 12 22 18

15 Portugal 15.6 21 14 18 8 17

16 United Kingdom 15.8 14 16 24 15 10

17 Canada 16.6 15 27 14 16 11

18 Austria 17 7 26 23 17 12

19 Spain 17.6 24 9 26 20 9

20 Hungary 18.4 18 20 8 24 22

21 Poland 18.8 22 18 9 19 26

22 Italy 19.2 23 17 25 10 21

23 Estonia 20.8 19 22 13 26 24

23 Slovakia 20.8 25 21 21 18 19

25 Greece 23.4 20 19 28 25 25

26 United States 24.8 26 25 27 23 23

27 Lithuania 25.2 27 24 19 29 27

28 Latvia 26.4 28 28 20 28 28

29 Romania 28.6 29 29 29 27 29

INNOCENTI 

REPORT CARD 
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Educational Outcomes for Scotland’s Looked After Children 

2009/10 

 

Stage 

ALL PUPILS 

Total 

LAC PUPILS 

Total 

P1 3 32 

P2 5 56 

P3 7 82 

P4 11 108 

P5 15 131 

P6 18 190 

P7 25 238 

S1 72 757 

S2 118 881 

S3 144 793 

S4 88 368 

S5 15 
59* 

S6 5 

Primary 12 123 

Secondary 82 642 

Special 174 591 

Scotland 45 365 

Table 4: Cases of Exclusion rate per 1,000 pupils by all pupils, looked 

after children and stage (2009/10) 
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Educational Outcomes for Scotland’s Looked After Children 

 Number of 

placements 

 

Total exclusions for 

looked after children 

Exclusions per 

1,000 pupils who 

were looked after 

1 1,912 287 

2 429 398 

3 191 575 

4 90 833 

5 48 1,116 

6 or more 17 680 

Scotland 2,687 326 

Table 7: Cases of exclusions for looked after children and rate per 1,000 looked 
after children, by number of placements, 2010/11  



Transforming lives through learning 
18 



Transforming lives through learning 

A 

Curriculum 

framework 

to meet the 

needs of all 

learners  

3-18 

19 

Response: 
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Developing 

capacity in 

children 

and young 

people 

Response: 
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The Educational Landscape 
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Child at the 

centre 

Response: 
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Policy to Practice: GIRFEC 
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Better Relationships 

Better Learning 

Better Behaviour 
(http://bit.ly/BRBLBB) 

“Research demonstrates 

that investing time and 

resources into improving 

relationships and behaviour 

in establishments leads to 

positive outcomes around 

inclusion, engagement and 

achievement in the short 

term, and community safety 

and cohesion in the longer 

term.” 
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Building Relational Schools 

Targeted 
Support 

Curricular 
Programmes 

Skills & Attitudes 

Ethos,  
Culture & Values 

Children’s Rights 
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SELF ACTUALISATION 

SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL 
COMPETENCE 

SELF 
ESTEEM 
LOVE & 

BELONGING 

Developing Children: Maslow (adapted) 

 
 
  

 

SAFETY & SECURITY 

PHYSIOLOGY: 
food, water, shelter, clothing 

? ? 
SELF ACTUALISATION 

SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL 
COMPETENCE 

SELF 
ESTEEM 

LOVE & 
BELONGING 
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Positive Approaches 

RA 

SOA 

Nurturing 

TMS Cool 

De-
escalation 

Self-
Regulation 

Social/ 
Emotional 

Competence 
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Challenges in Scotland 

• Challenge of culture change: 

• Experienced staff retired; new staff joining school 

• Staffing cuts / expanding remits 

• Needs of children changing 

 

• Exclusions 

 

• Consistency towards relationships: 

- Building 

- Sustaining 

- Managing amid challenge 
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Questions for discussion 

In your country: 

• What are the challenges in meeting the needs of 

children and young people? 

 

• How well does education meet the needs of all 

children? 

 

• What might the priority actions be for education to 

better support vulnerable young people?  
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